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December 2, 2016                                                       Parsha Toldot 
2 Kislev 5777                                             Light Candles 4:23 pm  

Thanks for being thankful: in Jewish 
thought, thanksgiving and gratitude 
are linked to the quality of being 
humble, admitting to ourselves that 
our successes are group 
achievements.  Our Soille Hebrew 
Day community has  the special 
benefit of valuing one another as a 
21st Century reflection of Abraham 
and Sarah’s family– appreciating 
each other and seeing ourselves as 
raising our children together.   

This week our emotions were 

stirred and our hearts shared 

grief and pain.  Yet even as we 

shed tears, we can reflect on 

the depth of connection we 

feel for one another.  This 

closeness gave us the merit to 

receive the Torah at Sinai, and 

we can draw strength from 

seeing how strongly it 

continues.   

~Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

 

 

We look forward to seeing 

everyone at Parent Teacher 

Conferences on Wednesday 

and Thursday. 
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 Calendar of Events 

Head of School: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Assistant Head of School:   
Rabbi Meir Cohen 
rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 
 

Director of School Operations:  
Estelle Workman 
eworkman@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Admissions:  
Beth Licha 
blicha@hebrewday.org  
 

Dean of Students:  
Giovanna Reinking 
giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 
rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Development:  
Joyce Arovas 
jarovas@hebrewday.org 
 

 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large:  

Josh Cohen  Iliana Glovinsky 

Moises Eilemberg Gavin Horn 

Allen Gruber  Hilary Kleinman 

Yonina Kaplan  Philip Silverman 

Michael Leeman  Yvonne Venger 

Marilyn Williams Marcia Wollner 

Missy Wrotslavsky Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

  December           January 

December 4, 2016 
Chanukah Farmers Market @ Soille 
10 am 
 
December 5-12, 2016 
Scholastic Book Fair 
 
December 7, 2016 
12 noon dismissal 
Parent Teacher Conferences 1 - 7pm 
 
December 8, 2016 
No School Parent Teacher 
Conferences 8 am -5:00 pm 
 
December 15, 2016 
First grade President’s Play 

December 17, 2016 
Parents Night Out 6:30—10pm 
Childcare by 8th grade students 

 
December 19, 2016 
Early Dismissal - 12 pm 
Chanukah Extravaganza @ Kroc 
Center Dinner @ 4:30 Show @ 6pm 
 
December 22, 2016 
Early Dismissal 1 pm 
 
December 23—January 2, 2017 
Winter Break 

 
 
 

 
 

For the most accurate and up 
to date calendar, please 

always refer to our website at 
www.hebrewday.org 
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http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=118774
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 Parshat Toldot 
OVERVIEW: Parshat TOLDOT (Gen. 25:19 – 28:9) 
After twenty years of marriage without children, Yitzchak's prayers to Hashem are answered and Rebecca conceives twins, Esav and Yaakov. 
The pregnancy is extremely painful. Hashem reveals to Rebecca that the suffering is a microcosmic prelude to the world-wide conflict that 
will rage between the two great nations descended from these twins - Rome and Israel. Esav is born first, and then Yaakov, holding onto 
Esav's heel. As they grow up, the contrast between the twins becomes apparent: Esav is a hunter, a man of the field, of the physical world, 
whereas Yaakov sits in the tents of Torah developing his soul. On the day of the funeral of their grandfather Avraham, Yaakov is cooking 
lentil soup, the traditional mourner's meal. Esav rushes in, ravenous from a hard day's hunting, and sells his birthright (and its concomitant 
spiritual responsibilities) for a bowl of soup, clearly demonstrating his unworthiness for the position of the firstborn. Yitzchak tries to escape 
to Egypt when a famine strikes Canaan, but Hashem reminds him that because of the akeida (where he was  offered up as a sacrifice) he has 
become holy and must remain in the  Holy Land. Instead he relocates to Gerar in the land of the Plishtim, where, to protect Rebecca, he has 
to say that she is his sister. Yitzchak arouses jealousy when he becomes immensely wealthy, and Avimelech the king asks him to leave. 
Yitzchak re-digs three wells dug by his father, prophetically alluding to the three Temples which will be built in the future. Avimelech, seeing 
the blessings that Hashem has bestowed on Yitzchak, makes a treaty with him. Yitzchak, sensing the end of his days approaching, summons 
Esav to give Esav his blessings. Rebecca acts on a prophetic command that the blessings must go to Yaakov; she arranges for Yaakov to 
impersonate Esav and receive the blessings. When Esav in a rage of frustration complains to his father that his brother has bought his 
birthright, Yitzchak realizes that the birthright has been bestowed correctly on Yaakov who has valued its responsibilities rather than its 
privileges, and confirms the blessings he has given. Esav vows to kill his brother, and so Rebecca sends Yaakov to her brother Lavan where 
he may find a suitable wife.  (C) 2016 Ohr Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

DRASHA: The lives of our ancestors Yitzchak and Rivkah, the 
educational direction that they gave to their sons and their 
differing views of their household, are the subjects of biblical 
commentary throughout the ages. In our time a more intense 
psychological examination has dominated modern 
commentary, even traditional rabbinic commentary. The 
reason for this is the perplexing dichotomy of life and behavior 
represented by their twin sons, Yaakov and Eisav. 
  
There always exists a tendency to somehow visit the faults of 
the parents on the bad behavior of their progeny. This attitude 
has been reinforced by theories of psychiatry and psychology 
proposed over the last century. 0Because of this, there exists a 
somewhat distorted picture of the narrative that is recorded 
for us in this week's Torah reading. 
  
Over the ages, the lives, attitudes and words of Yitzchak and 
Rivkah have been thoroughly dissected and analyzed. But as is 
so often in life, the microcosm does not always reflect the 
macrocosm. And looking for the answer as to what made Eisav, 
Eisav and Yaakov, Yaakov need not necessarily be found in the 
educational and family techniques of their parents. 
  
Individuals are individuals and are given free will. We are all 
born with certain natural tendencies and the task of our life is 
to exploit them if they are positive and to control them if they 
are otherwise. Just as the twins were born with different 
physical characteristics, their natural tendencies in life also 
differ from the moment of their very birth. 
  
The natural tendency of Eisav was to become a man of the 

field, a hunter, and a person given to physical strength and 
necessary violence. This natural tendency of virility, activity 
driven behavior and a narcissistic view combined to make Eisav 
the person that he was. He had many choices to control and 
direct his personality and activities into productive channels 
that would have benefited him and his society. Here is where 
freedom of choice and free will enters the picture and takes 
center stage. 
  
The world needs people of the field. Not everyone can or 
should be an exclusive tent dweller. However, being such a 
person of the field requires the ability to abstain from violence 
and not to injure others. It was in this respect that Eisav failed. 
It was not his parents will that enabled him but rather him 
himself, who was fully responsible for his choices and his 
behavior. King David was also a man of the field, a hunter and 
champion of wild animals and enemies. But his physical 
strength and active nature were entirely controlled by his 
moral powers and his search for spirituality and eternity. 
  
It could be that one's personal nature, which is implanted 
within us from the moment of birth, is difficult if not 
impossible to change. However every person's nature can be 
controlled and directed towards positive goals. In that path lies 
the great difference between the twins who dominate the 
narrative of this week's Torah reading. 
 
Shabat shalom. Rabbi Berel Wein  © 2016 
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 The Soille Scene 

Second grade is using QR codes to research different minerals, as well as creating salt mineral gardens!  

Fourth grade science 

students are learning 

about sound, the ear, 

and how their sense of 

hearing works. This 

week they went 

around to different lab 

stations to review 

concepts and run 

experiments.  
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 The Soille Scene 

8th Grade Happenings  
Chanukah Farmers Market--THIS Sunday, December 4, 
2016 
Chanukah Farmers Market from 10 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. @ 
Hebrew Day 
At Sunday’s Farmers Market, the 8th grade will be selling 
pizza by the slice, salad and snacks.  Whole pizza pies are 
also available for purchase through pre-order and can be 
picked up at the Farmers Market on Sunday anytime 
from 11:30 - 2 p.m.  Each pie is $20.  If you're interested 
in pre-ordering a pizza pie, contact Yonina at 
yokaplan@yahoo.com.  
  
Parent’s Night Out--Saturday night, December 17, 2016 
6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
Ages: Pre-K to 5th grade 
See flyer for details and to RSVP 
Contact Jennifer Levy, jennirooz@yahoo.com 
 

Delta Airline Ticket Raffle 
Raffle of two free domestic airline tickets on Delta air-
lines.  See an 8th grader for tickets.  See flyer for details.  
Restrictions apply. 
 
Breakfast Cart every Wednesday @ 7:30 a.m. 
Soup by the cup every Wednesday during lunch—No 
soup this week due to early dismissal. 
Snack Cart every Monday and Thursday during lunch 
 
Original Artwork Auction 
You can own one of these three original art pieces on 
parchment created for this year’s 8th grade class by local 
artists, AryehSalovey and Sari Esserman.  Artwork is cur-
rently on view in the Soille Hebrew Day lobby.  See flyer 
for details and read about the artists who are a Hebrew 
Day Alum and Hebrew Day Alumni Parent, respectfully.  
Art is being auctioned.  Starting bids are $250.  If you are 
interested in bidding, contact Yonina Kaplan, 
yokaplan@yahoo.com 

Our Fall Fundraising Campaign has raised $189,902 
so far!  Thank you to all of you who have already 
contributed to the school and in honor of Rabbi 
Hollander.  You can still make your gift by clicking 
here: http://www.hebrewday.org/support/
annual_campaign.  If you wanted to write a tribute 
to Rabbi Hollander, email Joyce Arovas, 
jarovas@hebrewday.org with your message. 

Thank you for helping us exceed our goal on for the 

Giving Tuesday Facebook Matching Program.  The 

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation matched our 

donations made though Facebook on Tuesday up to 

$1,000.  We raised $1,084! 

End of the 2016 Year Giving—Your gift 
can make a difference 
December just began and you have lots of time to 
plan for your year-end charitable contributions.  At 
Hebrew Day, you can give a tribute in honor or in 
memory of someone, or impact the students by 
providing:  a new siddur for a student, art supplies for 
holiday projects, preschool toys, funding for Teacher 
Professional Development, to name a few.  Contact 
Joyce Arovas, jarovas@hebrewday.org for help 
directing your end-of-the-year contribution. 

http://yahoo.com/
mailto:yokaplan@yahoo.com
http://www.hebrewday.org/support/annual_campaign
http://www.hebrewday.org/support/annual_campaign
mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
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 Preschool Page 
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 Preschool Page 
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 Community News 
Mazel Tov to… 

…Mr. Paul Pariser on the birth of a grandson.  

...Sari Shakhman on becoming Bat Mitzvah and to proud parents Jake and 

Naomi Sahkhman (Landau, HDS class of ‘91) and to grandparents Sam and 

Jan Landau and to great grandfather Mr. Max Landau . 

 

Condolences  to… 

...Mr. Todd Salovey and family on the passing of his mother, Mrs. Elaine Salovey, ob"m, grandmother to HDS Alumn 

Aryeh and Leah.  

...Dr. David Feifel and family on the passing of his father, Mr. Abraham Feifel, ob"m, grandfather to HDS Alumn Ariel, 

Eitan and Natania. 

...Mrs. Ingrid Emanuel on the passing of her husband, Mr. Michael Emanuel, ob"m, father to Hebrew Day Students 

Jonah and Carmen “Coco”. The funeral and shiva are taking place in Australia.  An Emergency Fundraising campaign 

has been established online at https://www.youcaring.com/emanuelfamily-704190 .    

Volunteer for the upcoming Chanukah 
Farmers Market 
Your Hebrew Day SPA and SPA President, Maggy 

Dujowich are planning a fun-filled, exciting Farmers  
Market on Sunday, December 4, 2016.   
  
Sign up to be a Volunteer that day and have fun while 
you are helping!  Use this link to sign up to help at one 
of the activity tables:   http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0c48a4a929a0fd0-volunteers 
You can sign up for one hour, two hour or four hour 
time slots. 
  
Date:  12/4/2016 (Sunday) 
Time:  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
Location:  SSDHDS  
Contact Maggy for questions:  maggy@dujowich.com 

https://www.youcaring.com/emanuelfamily-704190


In support of the 
8th graders trip to Israel, 
we are happy  to announce our

AIRLINE TICKETS FOR TWO

RAFFLE
The 8th graders are currently selling raffle tickets for 
a chance to win TWO round-trip domestic Delta 
airline tickets*. Raffle tickets will be sold for $5 
each or 5 tickets for $20, and can be purchased in 
person through the 8th graders and their parents. 

Raffle tickets will also be available for purchase at 
the Breakfast cart, BBQ event, Chanukah Farmers 
market, and Chanukah Extravaganza.

Payments can be in the form of cash or check.

Drawing  will take place on December 22nd before 
the break.

Good luck!

We thank you for your 
continued support.

*Each ticket is limited to 25K points and excludes holidays.



auction
You can own one of  these three original art pieces on parchment created for this 

year’s 8th grade class by local artists, Sari Esserman and Aryeh Salovey.
Artwork is currently on view in the Soille Hebrew Day lobby.

“Candle Lighting”“Blessing for the Home” “Chamsa”

Starting bid for each piece: $250. To bid on one of  these pieces, contact 
Yonina Kaplan, yokaplan@yahoo.com. More auction details to follow.

Special thanks to Malke Brookler for photographing the artwork.

About the Artists
Arye Salovey is a Soille graduate (class of 2010) who studied in Yeshivat Mevasseret Zion in Israel from 2014-16.  
It was there that he learned the art of being a Jewish Scribe (Sofer), creating Hebrew works of beauty and holiness.  

Aryeh is currently studying Biology at Yeshiva University.
For more information contact: Aryeh Chaim Safrut on facebook, email at aryehchaimsafrut@gmail.com, 

or call/ text at 858-242-2533

Sari Esserman was born in Jerusalem.  She is a parent of four daughters who graduated from Soille Hebrew Day.  
She discovered her love of art nearly 30 years ago and works in various types of media. 
For more information about Sari's artwork, contact her at sari.esserman@gmail.com.

mailto:yokaplan@yahoo.com
mailto:aryehchaimsafrut@gmail.com
tel:858-242-2533
mailto:sari.esserman@gmail.com


In support of the 8th grade trip to Israel
We thank you for your continued support

Cost:
$15 first child 
$10 siblings

$35 family max 

Includes:
pasta dinner, 

movie, popcorn, 
games, crafts, 
reading corner

Extras:
$1-Hot Chocolate
50c - Sweet Treats

Sign up sheet is with 
Vonnie at the front desk 
or email Jennifer Levy
jennirooz@yahoo.com
to reserve your space.



WEDNESDAYS
7:30-8:00--Day School Students
7:30-8:15--Preschool Students
French toast $1.50
Yogurt $1.50
Churros $1
Baked goods $1
Hot chocolate $1
Juice box $1
Coffee $1
Tea $1
Water bottle $1

$20 prepaid cards are available for 
sale. We keep them on file for you, 
and you can leave your cash at 
home when you shop at Coffee 
Cart!"

MONDAYS & THURSDAYS
Variety of tasty snacks

All items are sold for $1

WEDNESDAYS
A bowl of soup    $3 

Our delicious soups 
vary from week to week.

In support of the 
8th grade trip to Israel, 
we are delighted to offer 
the following:

We thank you for your continued support.



at the home depot
725 Plaza Ct.

Chula Vista, CA 91910

Sunday, December 11, 2016 
12:00-2:00 PM

Create your very  
own wood menorah!!

Fun for the  
whole family!!

Get your own  

workers apron!!

v”cBeth Eliyahu
Presents

All children must be  
accompanied by an adult

Generously sponsored by Home Depot!!
RSVP: 619-472-2144 • betheliyahu@gmail.com

menorah 
Workshop
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